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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Study on Vocational High School Graduate Early Career

Employees’ Participation Experience in Work First—then to College

Jin-mo Kim' * Su-jung Choi * Young-heung Kim™ - Ja-kyung Park™ - Ji-yong Jeong™"
Research Institute of Agriculture and Life Science, Seoul National

University/Professor” » Research Institute of Agriculture and Life Science, Seoul National
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University/Researcher™ + Seoul National University/Ph. D. Candidate

The purpose of this study was to analyze the experience of vocational high school graduate early
career employees’ participation according to phenomenological research methods. Participants in the
study are those who graduated from vocational high school, with early career experience of less than
7 years. In—depth interviews were conducted on these subjects, and 29 themes, 12 theme groups, and
5 categories were derived. The main conclusions of the study are: First, motives for participation in
Work First—then to College of early careers are generally generated by the promotion and recommendation
of the teacher while in high school, and comes from recognizing the necessity of college education
while working at a company. There are regional variations, and there is a need to improve them. Second,
if there are favorable cases such as support for tuition fees and guarantees of participation in classes
at the affiliated institution of the early experience, it is possible to more effectively participate in the
Work First—then to College. If the organization's support for Work First—then to College is insufficient,
such as not being done, it is difficult to participate. Third, after participating in the Work First—then
to College, early career experienced people generally have higher satisfaction. However, depending on
the type or program of Work First—then to College, the curriculum including the content and method
of education is often less related to the job in charge. It needs improvement and effort. Fourth, early
careers may experience improvement in performance, such as applying what they have learned to the
actual work site by participating in the Work First—then to College, but generally develop their personal

career through the acquisition of related qualifications and university degrees, leading to a better workplace.

Keywords: Vocational High School, Early Career Employees, Work First—then to College, Qualitative Study
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